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Abstract
Innovative composite materials are frequently used in designing aerospace, naval and automotive
components. In the typical structure of composites, multiple layers are stacked together with a
particular sequence in order to give specific mechanical properties. Layers are organized with
different angles, different sequences and different technological process to obtain a new and
innovative material. From the standpoint of engineering designer it is useful to consider the single
layer of composite as macroscopically homogeneous material. However, composites are non
homogeneous bodies. Moreover, layers are not often perfectly bonded together and delamination
often occurs. Other violations of lamination theory hypotheses, such as plane stress and thin material,
are not unusual and in many cases the transverse shear flexibility and the thickness-normal stiffness
should be considered. Therefore the real behaviour of composite materials is quite different from the
predictions coming from the traditional lamination theory. Due to the increasing structural
performance required to innovative composites, the knowledge of the mechanical properties for
different loading cases is a fundamental source of concern. Experimental characterization of materials
and structures in different environmental conditions is extremely important to understand the
mechanical behaviour of these new materials. The purpose of the present work is to characterize a
composite material developed for aerospace applications and produced by means of the resin film
infusion process (RFI). Different tests have been carried out: tensile, open-hole and filled-hole tensile,
compressive, openhole and filled-hole compressive. The experimental campaign has the aim to define
mechanical characteristics of this RFI composite material in different conditions: environmental
temperature, Hot/Wet and Cold.
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