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Abstract. The Standard Model describes the three (of four) basic interactions known in
Nature in terms of the quantum fields which are constituted by representations of special
unitary gauge groups of symmetry. However, the physical observables do not always
coincide with the fundamental degrees of freedom of the Standard Model. Therefore it
can be useful to switch to the loop space representation of the gauge theory, where the
variables are inherently gauge invariant but the degrees of freedom are absorbed in the
path/loop dependence. Over-completeness of this space requires the introduction of an
equivalence relation which is provided by Wilson loop functionals operating on piecewise
regular paths. It is well known that certain Wilson loops show the same singularity structure
as some Transverse Momentum Dependent PDFs (TMDs), which are not renormalizable by
the common methods due to exactly this singularity structure. By introducing geometrical
operators, like the area-derivative, we were able to derive an evolution equation for these
Wilson loops and we hope to apply this method in the future to find some renormalization
schemes for TMDs.

1. Introduction
In current nuclear research a lot of effort is directed at understanding and determining the threedimensional structure of nucleons. To investigate this complicated internal structure several new
functions have been put forward in theory, which all try to describe some aspects of this structure.
Among these functions there are the Transverse Momentum Dependent Parton Distribution Functions
(TMDs), used to describe the transverse motion of the partons in nucleons. Although there is currently no
global consensus on the exact correct definition, we will here restrict ourselves to the operator definition
[1–4]. This definition depends on the correlator:
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where for twist-2 operators  = + , + 5 , ii+ 5 and for twist-3  = i . WTMD represents the Wilson
line structure of the TMD ( for details see for instance [3]). Unfortunately quantum corrections in
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this correlator give rise to overlapping light-cone and rapidity divergencies, resulting in problems for
renormalizability and evolution of TMDs.
On the other hand in [5–10] it was demonstrated that there exists a duality between light-like npolygonal Wilson loops and n-gluon scattering amplitudes in N = 4 Super-Yang-Mills (SYM) theory.
These polygonal loops have a specific parametrization in dual coordinates xi related to the momenta
of the gluons in the following way: pi = xi − xi+1 , the pi representing the gluon momenta. A very
interesting feature of this duality is that the infrared (IR) divergencies of the gluon scattering amplitudes,
for which we know their cut-off is related to the cusp anomalous dimension [11–13], are mapped to the
ultraviolet (UV) divergences of the corresponding Wilson loop.
The connection with TMDs is made by the observation that the singularity structure of TMDs is
captured by its Wilson line structure such that it is not a big surprise that TMDs show similar singularity
behavior to certain classes of Wilson loops. The above observations motivated us to study a loop space
constructed of Wilson loops and allowed us to conjecture an evolution equation for TMDs defined by
making use of the correlator (1), where the area variation of the Wilson loops is mapped to the rapidity
evolution of the corresponding TMDs [14].

2. Generalized loop space
In the Ambrose-Singer theorem [15] it is demonstrated that the information captured by a gauge theory
can also be described in a gauge invariant way by considering the traces of holonomies of that theory,
naturally introducing a loop space representation of a gauge theory. A problem with this approach is
that when one considers a naive loop space representation this leads to some problems [16]:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

Reparametrization group: are loops with different parametrization considered equal or not?
Over-completeness: the information is covered more than once by the holonomy data.
Trace constraints: they assure that some value can be written as the trace of a holonomy.
Mandelstam constraints (infinitely many): combinations of holonomies can be written as a
holonomy over some loop.

The solution we used to assess these problems is to use the generalized loop space introduced in [17],
which makes use of Chen’s algebraic paths [18]. Here the usual loop space is endowed with an extra
equivalence relation realized by the Wilson loop functionals:
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Since line integrals are reparametrization invariant the reparametrization problem is solved. Moreover
the Wilson loop functionals can now be expressed using Chen’s integrals:


(4)
Tr[U ] = Tr[1] + Tr
 + Tr
1 2 + · · · .




It can be shown that this equivalence relation also takes care of the trace problem, the over-completeness
and the Mandelstam constraints due to the elegant mathematical structure of the space of generalized
loops. The loop space can be turned, using the Gel’fand spectrum, into a topological group which is
Banach, Hopf, Hausdorff, Tychonov, commutative, nuclear and multiplicative convex. In [17] it is shown
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that its tangent space can be identified with an (infinite dimensional) Lie Algebra structure allowing for
different differential operators.

3. Differential operators
Among the differential operators that are allowed on generalized loop space we have the path- and areaderivatives [17, 20, 21]. Both of them were used by Makeenko and Migdal in combination with the
Dyson-Schwinger approach to derive their Makeenko-Migdal loop equations:
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Unfortunately the area-derivative they used is in a sense unaware of the cusps along the path. Not
surprisingly when one applies this area-derivative to a cusped contour like the light-like polygons this
leads to problems. More specifically, when considering a planar rectangle on the light-cone, this leads
to the emergence of extra divergences which cannot be handled by the regular regularization schemes.
This lead us to introduce a new differential operator, which for the specific Wilson loop rectangle on the
light-cone is explicitly given by [22–26]:
d
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s = (l1 + l2 )2 , t = (l1 + l3 )2 ,

(6)

and where li2 = 0 since they are considered to lie on the light-cone.

4. Conjectured evolution equation
When we apply the above defined differential operator in combination with the usual renormalization
mass scale differential operator d lnd  to the leading order result of the rectangular Wilson loop on the
light-cone [27, 28]:
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we arrive at the following equation (in the large Nc limit) [22–25]:
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Here cusp represents the cusp anomalous dimension. This lead us to conjecture an evolution equation
for Wilson loop contours with cusps by generalizing (8) for contours with any number of cusps:
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(9)

In [22] we also demonstrated that our conjecture is valid for a Pi-shaped Wilson loop (which closes at
infinity) formed by two off-light-cone semi-infinites and a finite segment on the light-cone. Furthermore
in [29] we demonstrated the validity, at leading order, of our conjecture for two simple extensions of
our originally considered quadrilateral Wilson loops, one with overlapping segments and one with a
self-intersection. Recently [30] we also demonstrated that the new derivative we introduced in [22] is a
special case of the Fréchet derivative, itself having a perturbative expansion when applied to the lightlike quadrilateral supports our belief that (9) is valid for higher-orders. In [31] we will show explicitly
that it is valid for the light-like quadrilateral at next-to-leading order.
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5. Summary and outlook
Using a newly introduced differential operator in generalized loop space, a special case of the Fréchet
derivative, we were able to conjecture an evolution equation for certain classes of Wilson loops.
Some of these loops have a similar singularity structure to TMDs, so we have the hope that this will
lead us to an evolution equation for TMDs in the near future. In [31] we will show that our conjecture
is also valid at next-to-leading order, moreover we recently discovered that it might even be possible to
demonstrate that it its valid to all orders, but this is still under investigation.
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