
© The Authors, published by EDP Sciences. This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons 
Attribution License 4.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

EPJ Web of Conferences 216, 03011 (2019) https://doi.org/10.1051/epjconf/201921603011
ARENA 2018

A new parametrization for the radio emission of air showers ap-
plied to LOFAR data

I. Plaisier1,�, A. Bonardi1, S. Buitink2, A. Corstanje1, H. Falcke1,3,4, B.M. Hare5, J.R. Hörandel1,2,3,
S. de Jong1,3, P. Mitra2, K. Mulrey2, A. Nelles9,10, J. Rachen1, L. Rossetto1, P. Schellart1,6, O.
Scholten5,7, S. ter Veen1,4, S. Thoudam1,8, T.N.G. Trinh5, and T. Winchen2

1IMAPP, Radboud University Nijmegen, P.O. Box 9010, 6500 GL Nijmegen, The Netherlands
2Astrophysical Institute, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Pleinlaan 2, 1050 Brussels, Belgium
3Nikhef, Science Park Amsterdam, 1098 XG Amsterdam, The Netherlands
4Netherlands Institute for Radio Astronomy (ASTRON), Postbus 2, 7990 AA Dwingeloo, The Netherlands
5KVI-CART, University Groningen, P.O. Box 72, 9700 AB Groningen
6Department of Astrophysical Sciences, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ 08544, USA
7Interuniversity Institute for High-Energy, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Pleinlaan 2, 1050 Brussels, Belgium
8Department of Physics and Electrical Engineering, Lineeuniversitetet, 35195 Vaxjo, Sweden
9DESY, platanenallee 6, 15738 Zeuthen, Germany
10Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin, Institut fur Physik, Newtonstr. 15, 12489 Berlin, Germany

Abstract. The energy and mass composition of cosmic rays influence how the energy
density of the radio emission of air showers is distributed on the ground. A precise de-
scription of the radio profiles can, therefore, be used to reconstruct the properties of the
primary cosmic rays. Here, such a description is presented, using a separate treatment of
the two radio-emission mechanisms, the geomagnetic effect and the charge excess effect.
The model is parametrized as a function that depends only on the shower parameters,
allowing for a precise reconstruction of the properties of the primary cosmic rays. This
model is applied to cosmic-ray events measured with LOFAR and it is capable of recon-
structing the properties of air showers correctly.

1 Introduction

The radio emission from air showers is the result of two main mechanisms of charge separation: the
geomagnetic effect [1] and the charge excess effect [2]. The different polarization patterns of the
mechanisms, interfere resulting in a bean-shaped pattern for the energy density of the radio emission
on the ground. The shape of the distribution is mainly related to the geometrical distance to the
emission region Dmax and the signal strength is determined by the energy of the primary particle.
Dmax is dependent on the type of particle and the arrival direction. A good description of the radio
profile on the ground is, therefore, an efficient way to study the radio signal from air showers. The
current description for the radio profile used for LOFAR [3], is a model based on a double Gaussian
distribution [4].
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The new model presented here is based on the separation of the two radio-emission mechanism
components [5]. On a line perpendicular to the Earth magnetic field, the polarizations of the geomag-
netic and charge excess components are perpendicular to each other and therefore can be separated.
Simulations are used to study the contributions of the two components separately along this axis. The
simulations used in this study are produced by the radio extension of the CORSIKA code, CoREAS
[6]. A parametrization of a model for the radio signal based on the same concept is done in Ref. [5],
where it is shown to be a precise method for reconstructing air shower simulations. In this work, this
physics-based model is used to reconstruct cosmic-ray air showers measured with LOFAR.

The geomagnetic and the charge excess effect result in a circularly symmetric emission around the
shower axis and, therefore, they are only dependent on r, the distance to the shower axis in the shower
plane. To describe the geomagnetic contribution, the function
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the shower plane and x0 and y0 denote the shower core position. Egeo and Ece are the geomagnetic
and charge excess energy, respectively and are correlated to the primary energy of the cosmic ray.
Rgeo, σgeo, Rce and σce determine the shape of the distributions and therefore are correlated to Dmax.
Combining these two functions results in a model for the energy density of the radio emission with
four parameters which are all properties of the air shower: the energy of the primary particle, the
distance to the emission region, and the shower core position.

2 The parametrization applied to CoREAS simulations

This analysis uses 230 CoREAS simulated showers, with cosmic-ray parameters corresponding to
events measured by LOFAR. An atmospheric model is used based on the real-time weather conditions,
since the distance to the emission region depends on the atmospheric properties [7]. Comparing
the reconstructed values from the new model with the true values from the simulations, results in
σD = 26 g/cm2, σE = 0.06, σx0 = 7.58 m and σy0 = 0.53 m, which are the resolution for the distance
to the emission region, the fractional energy resolution of the primary particle, and the resolution of
the position of the shower core in the shower plane, respectively.

3 The parametrization applied to LOFAR data

The model is applied to air showers measured by the dense core of LOFAR antennas. The data set
consists of 330 showers, all with at least four stations above threshold. An example of a reconstructed
air shower is shown in Fig. 1. The colors in the figure correspond to different azimuth angles. A
clear asymmetry in the energy density distribution is seen, as a result of the interference between
the geomagnetic and charge excess contribution. For a more quantitative approach, the reconstructed
shower properties are compared to values from a computational intensive method for high precision
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reconstruction of Dmax based on CoREAS simulations [8]. This method uses starting values for the
energy as reconstructed by the particle detectors or the parametrization function used in [4]. Using the
new model, the energy of the primary particle, the distance to the shower maximum and the shower
core position in x0 and y0 can be reconstructed with a precision of σD = 42 g/cm2, σE = 0.35, σx0=8.8
m and σy0=9.5 m, respectively. Here σ is defined as the width of a fitted Gaussian to the distribution
of the (relative) deviation between the reconstructed shower property by the new model and the values
from the simulation method. The previous parametrization reconstructed Dmax for events measured
with LOFAR with a resolution of σD ≈ 51 g/cm2 [9]. In the previous parametrization a quality cut
was made on the shower core reconstruction of 10 m, which is not done for the reconstruction with the
new model. Therefore, the new model is capable of reconstructing measured air showers with higher
precision than the currently used function.

4 Conclusion

Using CoREAS simulations to study the radio emission of the geomagnetic and the charge excess
component separately, a model is derived to describe the energy density distribution of the radio
emission from air showers on the ground. This model is only dependent on the shower properties: the
energy of the primary particle, the distance to the emission region and the shower core position. The
model allows for the reconstruction of the air shower properties of measured showers with LOFAR
with a higher accuracy than the currently used model.
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