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Abstract. We investigate hydrodynamic contributions to short-range two-
particle correlations in relativistic heavy-ion collisions using the Boltzmann-
Langevin equation. We derive and solve the transport equation for equal-time
two-point correlations, obtaining both local and non-local contributions that
scale with transport coefficients. The non-local correlations emerging from 2-
to-2 scattering dynamics provide a hydrodynamic signature in short-range cor-
relation measurements.

1 Introduction

In relativistic heavy-ion collisions, two-particle correlations have been extensively studied
as probes of quark-gluon plasma dynamics. While long-range (in pseudo-rapidity) corre-
lations are well-established signatures of collective flow [1], from which harmonic flow of
different orders has been quantitatively characterized via a hydrodynamical modeling the
system evolution [2]. On the other hand, the short-range correlations that have been predom-
inantly attributed to "non-flow" effects such as those from jet fragmentation, are substracted
in general. However, owing to the therrmal fluctuation inside the medium of quark-gluon
plasma, fluctuations of hydrodynamical variables, such as temperature δT and flow veloc-
ity δuµ, are essentially correlated from space and time. Accordingly, the emitted particles
from the medium, can in principle be correlated, irrespective of their separation of kinematic
range. In paricular, short-range correlations of two particles receive contributions from the
late-time thermal fluctuations which are consequences of collective flow, containing transport
properties of the medium.

This work demonstrates that hydrodynamic fluctuations [3] (thermal fluctuations in flu-
ids), can in principle generate significant short-range correlations through the conversion of
thermal fluctuations in the fluid to correlated particle emissions. While we do not solve ex-
plicitly the stochastic hydrodynamic evolution, we focus on the resulting two-particle corre-
lation which has a deterministic solution. By employing the Boltzmann-Langevin framework
to systematically compute the two-particle correlations, fluctuating hydrodynamics can be
related to the observed particle correlations through the freeze-out process.

∗e-mail: cliyan@fudan.edu.cn

© The Authors, published by EDP Sciences. This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons 
Attribution License 4.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

EPJ Web of Conferences 364, 05014 (2026)	 https://doi.org/10.1051/epjconf/202636405014
Quark Matter 2025



2 Boltzmann-Langevin Framework

The conversion of fluid fluctuations to particle correlations occurs during freeze-out. For a
fluctuating fluid described by thermodynamic variables (α = µ/T, β = 1/T, uµ, e, P) with
fluctuations (δα, δβ, δuµ, . . .), the two-particle correlation becomes:

{δNpδNq} ∝ {δ fpδ fq} � 0, (1)

with δ fp ≡ fp − { fp}, and hence in the deterministic case one expects {δ fp}{δ fq} = 0. These
correlations are governed by fluctuation-dissipation relations and scale with transport coeffi-
cients.

The Boltzmann-Langevin equation provides a stochastic description [4, 5]:

d f
dt
= [∂t + u · ∇] f = −C[ f ] + ξp(x, t), (2)

with noise correlation with respect to the fluctuation-dissipation relation,

{ξp(x, t)ξp′ (x′, t′)} = 2Kpp′ δ(x − x′)δ(t − t′). (3)

Note that the linearized collision kernel, Kpp′ , gives rise to the transport coefficients after
integration over the momentum space [6]. For instance, in the relaxation time approximation
(RTA), Kpp′ = n′pδpp′/τR, in which η/T s ∝ τR. The consistency of the Boltzmann-Langevin
equation can be examined as well through its relation to fluctuating hydrodynamics, and one
indeed has the identifications:

T µν =
∫

p

PµPν

Ep
fp, S µν =

∫
p

PµPν

Ep
C−1

p [ξp], (4)

which yield the expected fluctuation-dissipation relation [7], {S µνS αβ} = 2Tη∆µναβδxx′ .
The central object of our study is the equal-time two-point correlation function:

Λp1 p2 (x1, x2, t) ≡ {δ fp1 (x1, t)δ fp2 (x2, t)}, (5)

which directly relates to observable particle correlations:

{δNpδNq} =
∫
Σ

dσ1µdσ2νpµqνΛpq. (6)

From the Boltzmann-Langevin equation, we derive the deterministic transport equation for
the two-point correlator:

[∂t+u1 ·∇1+u2 ·∇2]Λp1 p2 = −
(
Cp1 [(n′p1

)−1Λp1 p2 ] + Cp2 [(n′p2
)−1Λp1 p2 ]

)
+2Kp1 p2δ(x1−x2). (7)

The local equilibrium solution of the equation can be proved to be,

Λ
eq
p1 p2 (x1, x2, t) = (2π)3n′p1

δp1 p2δ(x1 − x2), (8)

which serves as the zero mode of the collision operator. This form can be derived from
entropy considerations:

δs = −1
2

∫
d3 p⃗

(2π)3

(δ fp)2

n′p
. (9)

Eq. (8) is consistent with the well-known equilibrium correlations among therrmal fluctua-
tions. For instance, one has {δeδe}eq =

T 2 s
c2

s
δxx′ and {δnδn}eq = Tχnδxx′ , where c2

s and χn are
the square of speed of sound and the charge susceptibility, respectively. Below, we solve the
leading order correction to the two-point correlator from dissipation [8], in the context of the
RTA and the scalar theory.
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I. Relaxation Time Approximation

In RTA, Kpp′ = (n′pδpp′ )/τR, we obtain the analytical solution:

Λ(1)
p1 p2
= −τR

2

n′p
T Ep

(χdif
p + χ

vis
p )δp1 p2δ(y), (10)

where y = x1 − x2 denotes the separation in space, and the scalar response functions are:

χdiff
p = −T Pµ∇µα, χvis

p = PµPν⟨∇µUν⟩. (11)

This solution is proportional to transport coefficients (η/s, D/T 2) but is purely local in both
momentum and coordinate space.

II. 2-to-2 Scatterings in Scalar Theory

For a more realistic λϕ4 theory with transport coefficients, η = Cη T 3

λ2 and σ = Cσ T
λ2 , where

Cη and Cσ are constants to be determined, the collision kernel decomposes into mean-field
and s-, t- and u-channel contributions:

dn′p1

dt
δp1 p2δ(y) = −

∑{
Ip1Φ

(1)
p1 p2
+

∫
p′
I(s)

p1 p′Φ
(1)
p′p2
−
∫

k
I(t)

p1kΦ
(1)
kp2
−
∫

k′
I(u)

p1k′Φ
(1)
k′p2
+ (p1 ↔ p2)

}
.

(12)
We decompose the solution into singular (local) and regular (non-local) parts:

Φ(1)
p1 p2
= ρ(s)

p1
δp1 p2δ(y) + ρ

(r)
p1 p2
δ(y). (13)

The singular part is solved analytically:

ρ(s)
p = −

1
2Ip

dn′p
dt
= −

(1 + 2np)n′p
2T EpIp

[χdif
p + χ

vis
p ], (14)

while the regular part satisfies an integral equation:

Ip1ρ
(r)
p1 p2
+

∫
k

Gp1kρ
(r)
kp2
+ (p1 ↔ p2) = S p1 p2 , (15)

with effective Green’s function and source:

Gpq = I(s)
pq − I(t)

pq − I(u)
pq , S pq = −(ρ(s)

p Gqp + ρ
(s)
q Gpq). (16)

The regular correlation function admits a formal solution:

np1ρ
(r)
p1 p2
= λ−2

[
A(p1, p2, θ12)χp2 + A(p2, p1, θ21)χp1

]
, (17)

where A(p, q, θpq) can be solved numerically via Legendre expansion:

A(p, q, θpq) =
∞∑

n=0

An(p, q)Pn(cos θpq). (18)

In Fig. 1, we present the numerical results of the two-point correlation function in terms
of A(p, q, θpq). For the purpose of illustration, we choose and convert the relative angle
θpq to the gap of pseudo-rapidity ∆η, to mimic the emission of two particles in heavy-ion
collisions on top of a Bjorken flow background. As can be seen from the figure, we find non-
trivial angular structure in momentum space correlations, which exhibits thermal suppression
effects at higher momenta. These non-local correlations provide a hydrodynamic signature
in short-range correlation measurements that was previously attributed entirely to non-flow
effects.
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Figure 1. Numerical solution of the two-point correlation function, with the relative angle θpq chosen
with respect to the effective gap of pseudo-rapidity ∆η.

3 Conclusion

We have demonstrated that short-range two-particle correlations in heavy-ion collisions con-
tain significant hydrodynamic contributions from late-time collective dynamics. Using the
Boltzmann-Langevin framework, we derived the complete structure of the two-point correla-
tion function, up to the leading order dissipative corrections, in the RTA and the scalar theory.
The non-local correlations emerging from 2-to-2 scattering dynamics provide a unique hy-
drodynamic signature that should be observable in high-precision correlation measurements
at RHIC and LHC.
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